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Stafford, 

5th  June,  1917. 

To  the  Cliairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  lierewith  the  Forty-third  Annual 

Report  of  the  Health  of  Stafford  Borough. 

« 

J'he  usual  Statistical  Tables  issued  by  the  Local  Goveniment 
Board  are  omitted  this  year,  and  they  probably  will  not  appear 
again  in  my  reports.  This  economy  of  labour  is  the  result  of  an 
arrangement  by  whicli  the  Registrar-General  now  supplies  the 
Board  with  the  necessary^  statistics.  The  essential  information, 
however,  conveyed  by  the  tables  will  still  be  found  in  the  body 
of  my  report. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Serv’^ant, 


l\  IVULNES  BLUMER. 


REPORT 


Population, — Tbe  Kegistrar-Gereral  lias  issued,  through  the 
Local  Govenmient  Board,  the  following  estimates  of  tl  e  population 
for  the  Sanitary  District  or  Borough  of  Stafford,  and  they  have 
been  adopted  by  me  for  the  statistical  purposes  of  this  report : — 
I'or  the  Death-rates,  21,391 ;  and  for  the  Birth-rate,  23,274. 

Rate  Comparison. — In  my  report  last  year  I  said  :  "It  must 
l)e  borne  in  mind  that  by  the  withdrawal  of  all  who  have  been 
passed  lit  for  Military  vService  the  proportion  of  those  left  in  the 
town  who  are  not  of  that  high  standard  of  health  is  correspond¬ 
ingly  greater,  and  therefore  the  incidence  of  sickness  is  also  pro¬ 
portionately  higher.  These  factors  should  be  remembered  in 
comparing  the  rates  of  this  year  with  those  of  the  preceding  years." 
These  remarks  have,  if  anything,  added  significance  this  year.^ 

Births. — The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year 
^vas  503,  of  which  254  were  males  and  249  were  females.  The 
returns  are  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  21.61  per  1,000.  Last 
year  the  rate  was. 25. 29,  and  the  average  for  [the  preceding  five 
years  was  25.86.  Illegitimate  births  numbered  20,  or  3.9  per 
cent,  of  the  total. 

Deaths. — ^'Ihe  total  nett  Deaths  registered  as  belonging  to 
the  district  was  320,  of  which  176  were  males  and  144  were  females. 
The  returns  are  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  14.95  per  1,000.  Last 
year  the  rate  was  15.27,  and  the  average  for  the  preceding  five 
years  was  14.03. 

The  following  Table  of  [the  Causes  of  Death  of  the  320  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  district  replaces  Table  III.  formerly  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  It  will  be  noted  no  age  classifica¬ 
tion  is  given. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  STAFFORD  M.B  .  191G. 


Males 

P'eiiialcs. 

176 

144 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

1 

2 

0 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

9 

15 

0 

I 

9 

0 

14 

16 

2 

0 

3 

2 

13 

16 

14 

lO 

19 

8 

3 

4 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

I 

-0 

5 

2 

0 

I 

I 

9 

3 

4 

3 

I 

I 

55 

45 

0 

0 

22 

13 

254 

249 

24O 

237 

8 

12 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
21A 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 


Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

Enteric  fever . 

Small-pox  . 

^leasles  . 

Scarlet  fever . 

Whooping  Cough . 

Diphtheria  and  croup . 

Inliuenza  . 

Erysipelas  . 

rulmonary  tuberculosis . 

Tuberculous  meningitis . 

Other  tuberculous  diseases . 

Cancer,  ma’ignant  disease . 

Rheumatic  fever . 

Meningitis  . 

Organic  heart  disease . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (al  forms) . 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) . 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis . 

Cirrhosis  of  liver . 

Alcoholism  . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease  . 

Puerperal  fever . 

Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

Congenital  debility  &c . . . 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide . 

Suicide . 

Other  defined  diseases . 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown . 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age. 

Toxap  Births . 

Degicimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Population  tor  DiiATii-RATii  . 

Population  por  Birth-rate  . 


21,391 

23.274 


Infantile  Mortality.' — There  were  35  deaths  of  infants  under 
a  year  old,  which  are  equal  to  a  rate  of  69.5  per  1,000  registered 
births.  For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  this  year  is  91,  while 
for  the  148  Smaller  Towns  (Populations  20,000  to  50,000)  it  is  90. 
I'or  the  purpose  of  comparison,  I  give  below  the  figures  for  the 
previous  ten  years : — 
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Year. 

Number 
of  Deaths. 

Pate  per 
1,000  Births. 

1906 

118 

1 907 

^>3 

105 

1908 

73 

124 

i90() 

(.4 

107 

1910 

50 

94 

1911 

69 

118 

1912 

47 

80 

74 

127 

1914 

56 

96 

I9F5 

50 

95 

Average  for 
Ten  Years 

61-3 

io6'4 

1916 

35 

69 

'i'Jlis  year’s  figures  are  not  only  lower  than  any  previously 
recorded  year  ;  but  the  decrease  is  a  very  marked  one,  and  that, 
too,  in  a  year  when  the  amount  of  general  sickness  has  been  ab¬ 
normal.  In  this  connection  I  would  draw  especial  attention  to 
the  Health  Visitor’s  report  appended  hereto.  Much  the  largest 
share  of  her  time  has  been  devoted  to  visiting  infants  at  their 
homes,  and  one  is  justified  in  assuming  that  the  success  of  Miss 
Fletcher’s  efforts  is  reflected  clearly  in  the  greatly  improved  rates 
shown  above. 

^  The  causes  of  the  35  deatiis  were  : — Tuberculosis  i.  Meningitis  i, 
Corivulsions  8,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  7,  Enteritis  i,  Con¬ 
genital  Malfonnations  2,  Premature  Birth  4,  Wasting  Diseases  9, 
C>ther  Causes  2.  Fourteen  of  the  infants  died  before  they  were 
a  month  old.  The  following  figures  apply  to  the  feeding  of  the 
infants  who  died  : — 


Breast  wholly . 12 

Breast  partly .  3 

Artificially  fed .  12 

No  food  taken .  4 

Not  kno^\m .  4 
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Zymotic  Diseases. — ^There  were  i6  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
the  chief  zymotic  Diseases.  Measles  caused  3  deaths,  Enteric 
Fever  i,  Scarlet  Fever  3,  Whooping  Cough  2,  Diphtheria  6,  and 
Diarrhoea  i.  The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  o'74>  compared  with 
I 'I.,  the  average  during  the  preceding  ten  3^ears. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Tliere  were  24  deaths  from  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis,  with  an  annual  rate  of  1.12  per  1,000. 
The  average  for  the  preceding  ten  years  was  31.8  deaths,  with  a 
rate  of  1.44  per  1,000. 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Rate  per 

1000. 

1906 

33 

1-54 

1907 

30 

1.38 

1908 

38 

1.72 

1909 

32 

1.43 

1910 

32 

1-43 

19II 

38 

1*73 

1912 

26 

1. 17 

1913 

27 

1. 19 

1914 

25 

1.08 

1915 

37 

1.78 

Yearly 

Average 

1906-1915 

31.8 

w  1 

H  ^ 

1916 

24 

1. 12 

0 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases.— There  were  519  cases  of 
Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases  notified  during  tlie  year, 
compared  with  262  in  the  previous  year.  They  were  : — Scarlet 
Fever  228,  Diphtherki  82,  Enteric  Fever  5,  Puerperal  Fever  i, 
Erysipelas  7,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  10,  Pulmonary"  Tuber¬ 
culosis  60,  Other  I'onns  of  Tuberculosis  8,  and  Measles  118. 
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vScARi^ET  I'lvVKK.^ — "i'liis  disease,  vvliieh  assumed  an  epidemic 
form  in  the  latter  half  of  1915,  continued  as  such  during  the  whole 
of  1916,  and  in  November  and  Decemiber  increased  still  further 
in  violence.  Up  to  the  end  of  1914  the  yearly  average  of  cases 
was  35.  In  1915  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  139,  and  this 
last  year  it  has  risen  still  further  to  228.  Many  of  the  cases  were 
of  a  severe  type,  and  an  undue  proportion  of  them  suftered  from 
complications  which  retarded  their  convalescence.  Two  of  the 
fatal  cases  followed  immediately  after  operation  for  Appendicitis, 
d'he  monthly  returns,  beginning  ^vith  Januaiyy  were  as  follows  : — 
19, 19, 13,  II,  II,  21, 15,  8, 17,31,  46,  II.  The  numl^er  of  houses 
infected  was  165.  In  one  house  7  cases  occurred,  in  another  6, 
and  in  another  5,  in  two  houses  4  cases  occurred  in  each,  in  8 
houses  treble  cases,  in  20  houses  double  cases,  and  .single  cases 
in  138  houses.  Isolation  in  ho.spital  was  adopted  in  198  instances. 


Diphtheria. — There  were  82  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified, 
compared  with  22  in  the  previous  year  and  11.6  the  average  of  the 
preceding  decennium.  Sixty-three  houses  were  infected,  double 
cases  occurring  in  nine  houses,  three  cases  in  one  house,  and  five 
cases  in  each  of  two  houses.  It  was  not  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  that  this  disease  became  prevalent,  as  is  seen  by  the 
following  monthly  returns  : — 2,  i,  3,  i,  i,  2,  3,  10,  13,  ii,  18,  17. 
Six  of  the  cases  were  fatal,  and  over  the  tombs  of  five  of  them 
the  words  “  Too  Late  ”  might  appropriately  be  written,  as  the 
disease  was  too  far  advanced  before  assistance  was  sought.  The 
sixth  case  was  one  of  Membranous  Croup  following  vScarlet  Fever, 
and  requiring  tracheotomy.  Fifty-four  cases  were  treated  in 
liospital. 


Measles  :  Notification  and  Treatment. — By  order  of 
the  lyocal  Government  Board,  a  system  of  Notification  of  IMeasles 
and  German  ^leasles  is  now  applied  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  which  enables  local  authorities  to  undertake  measures 
for  the  care  of  patients  suffering  from  these  diseases.  The 
Regulations  came  into  force  on  ist  January.  The  Order  pro¬ 
vides  for  notification  of  these  diseases  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  by  medical  practitioners  and  by  parents  or  guardians. 
Article  ix.  (2)  says  : — ‘  ‘  I^pon  the  receipt  of  a  notification  under 
these  Regulations  .  .  .  .  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  an 

Officer  of  the  L.A.  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  M.O.H., 
shall  make  such  enquiries  and  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary 
or  desirable  for  investigating  the  source  of  infection,  for  preventing 
tl:e  spread  of  infection,  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable 
to  infection,  and  if  a  medical  practitioner  is  not  in,  attendance 
oil  the  patient,  the  M.O.H.  shall  also  take  such  steps  as  are 
necessary  or  desirable  for  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  case. 
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Tlie  h.A.  may  provide  or  contract  for  the  provision  of  medical 
assistance  for  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  District  when  suffering 
from  either  of  the  diseases  above-mentioned."  The  Board 
suggest  that  L.A.’s  should  arrange  for  nursing,  and  that  leaflets 
containing  advice  and  instruction  should  be  distributed,  and  the 
lesson  reinforced  by  the  personal  advice  of  a  well-infonned  and 
tactful  vivsitor.  In  a  long  Men’orandum  issued  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  L.G.B.,  it  is  pointed  out  that  a  considerable  increase 
of  staff  may  be  needed  during  a  few  weeks,  and  it  is  urged  that 
in  the  poorer  families,  not  only  nursing,  hut  also  medical  assistance 
should  be  provided  in  those  cases  needing  it.  It  also  advises  the 
L.A.  to  make  some  provision  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  a 
certain  number  of  cases  of  Measles.  Prompt  information  has  also 
to  be  given  by  the  M.O.H.  to  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  School  which 
is  attended  by  any  children  from  the  invaded  household,  and  the 
necessaiy'  school  exclusion  arranged.  The  JMilitaiy^  Authorities 
have  also  to  be  informed. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  successful  cariy’ing  out  of 
this  Order  of  the  L.G.B.  will  involve  in  epidemic  times  an  enonnous 
amount  of  work.  The  mere  notification  of  cases  of  measles  has  by 
itself  oifly  a  statistical  interest .  ‘  ‘  Its  practical  value  depends  upon 

the  extent  to  which  the  information  is  utilized,"  and  to  do  it 
properly  means  taking  administrative  steps  to  see  that  each  case 
of  measles  has  not  only  a  doctor,  but  also  a  nurse  and  proper 
food,  fuel,  and  medical  comforts.  In  my  opinion,  not  much  success 
can  be  hoped  for  in  diminishing  the  prevalence  and  extent  of  a 
measles  epidemic  by  means  of  notification,  but  the  mortalit>' 
from  nieasles  may  be  lowered  by  the  ])rovision  of  the  medical 
and  nursing  assistance  mentioned  in  the  Order,  if  it  is  thoroughly 
and  systematically  carried  out. 

During  the  year  ii8  cases  were  notified,  three  of  which  were 
fatal.  In  C)ctober  it  appeared  that  most  of  the  cases  were  occurring 
among  cl.ildren  attending  North  vStreet  Infants’  vSchool,  and  I 
according!}’  recommended  the  closing  of  that  school  for  a  montfi. 
All  the  cases,  except  t^vo,  were  visited  by  the  Health  ^"isitor,  and 
it  is  satisfactory’  to  have  her  saying  in  her  report :  ‘  ‘  On  the 
whole,  the  mothers  Avelcomed  the  visits  and  carefully  carried 
out  the  instructions  given.  The  compulsory’  notification  of  this 
disease  has  a  good  moral  effect.  The  very’  fact  that  it  receives 
official  attention  suffices  to  make  mothers  regard  the  disease 
much  more  seriously." 

Enteric  I'e\’i*:k. — ^Inve  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  two  of 
them  being  at  the  County  Mental  Hospital,  and  one  case  each  in 
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\'’’ictoria  Terrace,  Newport  Road,  and  lyiclifield  Road.  Four  were 
treated  at  home  and  one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Tubbrcui.osiS. — ^There  were  68  cases  notified  during  the 
year,  of  which  6o  were  Pulmonary.  In  the  previous  year  the 
figures  were  8o  and  69.  As  stated  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  report, 
there  were  24  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  this  gives 
a  mortality  of  40  per  cent,  of  cases  notified.  This  rate  last  year 
was  53.6.  More  detailed  information  under  this  heading  is  given 
in  the  appended  Health  Visitor’s  Report. 


The  Isolation  Hospital. — ^During  the  whole  of  the  year  the 
hospital  has  been  taxed  to  its  fullest  capacity,  349  cases  having 
been  treated,  compared  with  193  in  the  previous  year  and  80  in 
the  year  before  that.  The  cases  were  : — Scarlet  Fever  267,  Diph¬ 
theria  81,  Enteric  Fever  i ;  and  of  these  256  came  from  the 
Borough  and  93  from  the  Rural  District.  As  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  report,  the  verandahs  on  the  new  block  have  been  in  con¬ 
stant  requisition  in  providing  additional  beds,  ard  by  this  means 
we  have  been  able  to  isolate  a  much  larger  number  of  cases  than 
the  hospital  was  equipped  to  deal  with.  The  resources  of  the 
administrative  block  have  inevitably  been  unduly  strained  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  an  excessive  daily  number  of  patients, 
while  the  problem  of  keeping  up  an  adequate  and  efficient  nursing 
staff  has  been  no  small  anxiety.  That  the  Hospital  in  its  present 
capacity  has  been  able  to  deal  with  such  a  large  number  of  patients 
is  due  mainly  to  the  capable  administration  of  Miss  E.  R^^gg,  the 
Matron,  who  has  shown  untiring  energy  in  the  discharge  of  a 
loyal  service  I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging. 


Vaccination  Statistics.— ;The  subjoined  figures  for  1915  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  vStafford  Union  : 


Births  registered  .  789 

Successfully  vaccinated .  250 

Exemptions  . 447 

Died  unvaccinated .  46 

Postponed  . 8 

Removed  to  other  districts .  10 

Removed  to  districts  unknown .  23 

Not  accounted  for . 5 

—  780 
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Appended  to  this  report  are : — 

I. — Report  by  Mr.  Drury  of  the  work  done  in  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances’  Department  during  1916. 

II. — Report  by  Miss  Fletcher,  Health  \usitor,  giving  a 
sununar}^  of  her  work  in  connection  with  the  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  Births  Act,  the  Regulations  as  to  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Measles,  and  Inspection  of  Factories 
and  Workshops. 


vStafford, 

5th  June,  1917. 


F.  MIRNEvS  BIA’:MER. 
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REPORT  OF  HEALTH  VISITOR. 


Statistics  for  1916. 

Birth  Inquiries  (first  visits) .  332 

Birth  Re-visits  .  986 

Infant  Mortality  Inquiries  .  17 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Cases  .  10 

Measles  Inquiries  .  116 

Measles  Re-visits .  36 

Tuberculosis  Inquiries .  (k) 

'J'uberculosis  Re-visits  .  313 

Inspections  of  IMunicipal  Working  -  clavss 

Dwellings .  74 

Inspections  of  Factories .  3 

Inspections  of  Workshops  .  32 

Unclassified  Visits .  77 

Unsuccesvsful  Visits  (out,  removals,  &c.)  .  86 


During  the  year  332  infants  have  been  visited,  and  of  these 
226  were  re-visited  from  time  to  time  as  was  found  necessary. 
It  was  found  at  the  first  visit  that  264  of  these  infants  were 
entirely  breast-fed,  15  partially  l:)reast-fed,  and  53  artificially  fed. 
At  subsequent  visits,  however,  some  of  the  breast-fed  infants 
were  found  to  be  either  partially  breast-fed  or  artificially  fed. 
'I'he  boat-shaped  bottle  is  now  generall}’’  used,  although  the  tube 
bottle  is  still  to  be  met  with.  Since  the  beginning  of  August, 
15  babies  have  been  on  the  special  list  for  visiting,  with  the 
following  result : — 

6  quite  satisfactory  ; 

5  fairly  satisfactory ; 

2  still  unsatisfactory ; 

T  dead ; 

I  left  .Stafford. 

During  the  year  118  notifications  of  Measles  were  received 
of  which  1 16  were  visited  and  some  re-visited .  Undoubtedly,  many 
cases  occurred  which  were  not  notified.  On  the  whole,  the  mothers 
welcomed  the  visits  and  carefully  carried  out  the  instructions 
given.  The  compulsory  notification  of  this  disease  has  a  good 
moral  effect.  The  very  fact  that  it  receives  official  attention 
suffices  to  make  mothers  regard  the  disease  much  more  seriously, 
also  it  seems  to  be  much  more  usual  to  call  in  a  doctor  than  before. 
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Printed  leaflets  dealing  with  Measles  were  left  in  each  case. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  one  instance  where  two  deaths 
had  occurred. 


Inquiries  have  been  made  itrto  6o  cases  of  Tuberculosis, 
68  notifications  being  received  throughout  the  year,  though  of 
these  6  had  been  previousl}^  notified.  Of  these  cases,  7  were 
children  and  61  adults.  Occupations:  — 


Males. 

Shoe  trade .  8 

Engineering  Works  .  7 

Soldiers  .  3 

Labourers  .  2 

Builder’s  Labourer  .  i 

Motor  Driver  .  i 

Clerk .  I 

Hairdresser  .  i 

Miller  .  i 

Goods  Porter  .  i 

Postman  .  i 

Shop  Assistant  .  i 

Joiner  .  i 

Tlicatrical  Manager  .  i 


I'EMALES. 


Shoe  trade  .  8 

Engineering  Works .  4 

Housewives  .  10 

Domestic  Servants  .  2 

School  Teacher .  i 

Post  worn  an  .  i 

School-child .  i 


The  Joint  Committee  for  'L'ul^erculosis  reported  23  cases  for 
regular  visiting  during  the  year,  some  to  be  visited  monthly, 
others  quarterly.  During  tlie  year  29  insured  persons  received 
sanatorium  treatment.  At  the  present  time  ii  patients  in  the 
Borough  are  supplied  with  shelters.  Disinfection  has  been  carried 
out  in  IT  cases  after  death,  and  in  3  cases  after  removal  of  the 
patient  to  a  sanatorium.  It  seems  advisable  for  disinfection  to 
be  carried  out  in  all  cases  of  removal  of  the  patient  to  a  sana¬ 
torium,  as  it  probably  ensures  thorough  cleansing  of  the  bedroom 
and  washing  of  bedclothes  used  by  the  patient.  Sputum  flasks 
and  dismfectants  have  been  supplied  when  necessary.  In  all  cases 
structural  defects  and  insanitary  conditions  were  noted  and  as 
far  as  possible  dealt  with. 


As  many  as  possible  of  the  Municipal  Working-class  Dwellings 
h'cive  been  inspected  during  the  year.  Those  situated  in  Back- 
alls  vSouth  require  the  most  supervision.  Classified  according  to 
the  standard  of  cleanliness,  it  was  found  that  there  are  in  Class  A  8, 
C'laes  B  22,  Class  C,  15,  and  Class  D  3. 


i6 


Routine  inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops  where  women 
are  employed  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  As  a  result, 
three  sanitary  defects  were  found  and  remedied. 

Sanitary  defects  and  insanitary  conditions  in  the  homes 
visited  have  been  reported  to  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  During 
the  year  57  of  these  were  reported,  with  the  following  results  : — 
36  remedied  :  3  allowed  to  stand  over,  as  the  houses  are  unfit  for 
hal)itation.  In  the  remaining  18  cases  the  matters  are  either 
being  dealt  with  or  are  under  consideration.  In  the  above  are 
included  6  cases  of  overcrowding,  which  have  been  abated. 


A.  1'DKTCIIIvR. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1916. 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection. — ^'i'here  are  22  Private 
>Slaughterliouses  in  use  in  the  Borough.  The  use  of  one  Slaughter¬ 
house  has  been  discontinued,  and  one  Slaughter-house  has  been 
demolished  during  the  3"ear.  Considering  the  situation  and  con¬ 
struction  of  most  of  them,  they  have,  on  the  whole,  been  kept  in 
a  fairly  satisfactory  condition.  Verbal  notices  were  given  in 
many  instances  with  reference  to  cleansing,  removal  of  manure, 
6cc.,  which  were  generally  promptly  complied  with. 


.  Number  of  visits  of  mspection  made .  337 

,,  offal  tins  provided .  7 

,,  floors  relaid  or  repaired .  3 

,,  walls  of  slaughterhouse  cemented  .  i 


In  19  instances  I  have  been  requested  by  butchers  to  inspect 
carcases  at  their  slaughter-houses,  and  in  14  instances  it  has  been 
found  necessar}^  to  condemn  the  whole  or  portions  of  the  car¬ 
cases,  which  has  necessitated  the  destruction  of  5853lbs.  of  meat, 
all  of  which  was  surrendered  by  the  owners.  Of  this  amount, 
405  libs,  was  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Unwholesome  Food. — I44lbs.  of  I'ish  have  been  inspected 
and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  and  been  surrendered  by 
the  owner  and  destroyed. 

Bakehouses. — ^I'here  are  35  Bakehouses  on  the  register  :  10  of 
these  are  not  in  use  as  bakehouses  at  present.  Seventy-nine 
visits  of  inspection  have  been  made.  The  following  matters 
requiring  attention  have  been  dealt  with  : — 


Cleansing  and  limewashing  required  .  12 

Accumulation  of  manure  in  yard  .  3 

Choked  w.c .  i 


Lodging  Houses. — ^I'here  are  5  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  use 
in  the  Borough.  These  houses  contain  26  rooms  for  sleeping 
purposes,  with  accommodation  for  113  lodgers  nightly.  Twenty- 
five  inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  made  during  the  year, 
and  various  matters  found  requiring  attention.  Improvements 
have  been  effected  m  three  instances.  The  houses  are  kept  fairly 


clean,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  have  been  limewavshed  twice 
3'early,  as  required  by  the  Bye-laws. 

Cowsheds. — There  are  5  Cowsheds  on  the  register,  of  which 
3  only  are  in  use  at  the  present  time.  IVenty-one  visits  of 
inspection  have  been  made.  In  one  instance  the  shed  was  found 
to  be  entirely  unsuitable  for  the  keeping  of  milking  cows,  and  after 
notice  had  been  served  another  shed  on  the  same  premises  w^as 
adapted  for  use  as  a  cowshed,  which  effected  a  considerable 
improvement. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. — There  arc  17  Registered  Milkshops 
in  the  Borough,  and  27  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made, 
'i'lie  following  contraventions  were  dealt  with  : — 


Limewashing  required  .  3 

Milk-sellers  not  registered  .  i 

Milk  vessels  not  covered .  i 

Milk  kept  in  living  kitchen .  i 


Canal  Boats. — Eight  visits  of  inspection  to  the  Canal  Basin 
have  been  made  and  four  canal  boats  inspected,  none  of  which 
were  used  for  sleeping  purposes. 

Housing  oi  the  Working  Classes  Act. — ^Housing  w  ork  under  this 
Act  has  been  almost  entirely  suspended  during  the  year  under 
review^  owing  to  the  w^ar  and  the  shortage  of  houses.  Tw-enty- 
three  inspections  have  been  made  and  a  number  of  houses  have 
been  placed  on  a  list  to  be  dealt  with  as  opportunity  arises. 
During  the  year  16  houses  have  been  demolished  which  had 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  some  time  pre- 
^iously. 

Overcrowding. — ^^Eleven  cases  of  overcrowding  w^ere  dealt  with 
and  abated  ;  other  cases  have  had  to  stand  over  on  account  of 
the  occupants  being  unable  to  obtain  houses. 

Fried  Fish  Shops,  Sausage-making  Places,  etc.— Eifty-seveii 
inspections  have  been  made  of  these  premises,  and  in  18  cases 
matters  have  l:>een  found  which  require  attention,  chiefly  with 
regard  to  the  w^ant  of  cleaifliness  of  the  walls,  floors,  &c.  In  most 
cases  improvements  have  been  effected  by  the  giving  of  verbal 
iivtiees. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  of  .Workshops  and  Workplaces  on  Register .  113 

(’Milliners  and  Dressmakers,  24) 

Number  of  Retail  Bakehouses . . .  25 

138 

Number  of  Factory  Inspections  . . .  5 

Num1)er  of  Workshop  and  Workplace  Inspections  .  133 


Number  of  Defects  Found. 


Want  of  cleanliness .  26 

Detective  w.C.  accommodation .  6 

Other  Nuisances . 3 

'1  otal .  35 


Number  of  houses  disinfected  during  year  1916  . 

Number  of  schools  disinfected  during  5"ear  1916 . 

Number  of  lots  infected  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed 

during  year  1916 . . 

Number  of  inspections  and  observations  made  . 

Number  of  letters  sent  out  from  department  . . 

Number  of  school  notices  sent  re  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
Closet  stoppages  : 

Number  of  stoppages  cleared  . 

Number  of  cautions  given  re  obstructed  closets.... 

Number  of  notices  sent . 

Number  of  nuisances  dealt  with  . 


■274 

2 


^49 

32230 

474 

-73 

2022 

•70 

33^ 

505 
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